SPEECH OF HONORABLE JOHN E. FOGAPE‘;,;_M,C., 2ND DISTRICT, RHODE ISLAND AT THE

KENT COUNTY COMMITTEE
MARCH OF DIMES/MERTING AT MARY'S RESTAURANT, 2003 POST ROAD
WARWICK, R. I. ON THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 12, 1956 AT 7:30

nﬁmunmwﬂﬂm“m‘
this occasion arising from public interest in the March
of Dimes.

I have been concerned with poliomyelitis for many
years. I have spoken about poliomyelitis on many occasions.
But I can think of no time in my 1if when my concern on

speak more

Those who keep abreast of progress against illness,
as I try to, and I know you do, are aware of how seeimingly
Wmt-mtmh. It starts, always, with a
problem == a problem that plagues the body and spirit of man,
and challanges the conscience and curiosity of medical science,
As knowledge is accwmlated, and as the pleces of knowledge

begin to fit together, there is a ray of hope, which flickers
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and steadies and grows dim and bright, until finally the
mummmwmmwmm@
another weapon in the contrel of disease is ready for uses
In the mt'dmmmmpwm,
the sequence of events has followed this traditional

pattern. Medical sclence knew a greatdeal dout the ine

fectious diseases. But this one offer special

And above all, literally nothing was known sbout prevention
of the disease. Yet, a bit at a time, by men widely separated
in time and in place and in training and in suspices, progress
—

To many of us, s laymen, the individual steps may

have seemed inconsequential. Too often, it seems to me, we
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nmpmhmmmlrmmpm-um
aside or disregard the long and often indirect processes
by which the end product is achieved. But seientists knew
the importance of each step = such as isols ting and typing
the many pelioc viruses, and making it possible to study polie
in experimental snimsls, and finding ways to grow polle viruses

in quantity. As in all human endeavor science is, in

some respects, one of the most of aly man's labors),

there weresany failures \eling the successes. And, as
in man, mtﬂw@rmnﬂdmm
tion to total

In the several years, we have roached an important
milestone in this evolutionary process. lLargely through the
stimulus and support of the National Foundation of Infantile
Paralysis, and paced by the brilliant young scientist from
the University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Jonas Salk, & successful
m.mmm-mmmmmmm

and is now in wide public uses
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Iﬁnm“mttomﬂumoz
this development, nor will I try to convey all the things I
feel about this great advance in medicine and public healthe
The significance of the vaceine is well documented, and I am

sure all of us share the same feeling of gratitude that the

way is finally open to reduce and ultimately, perhaps,

eliminate the disease which utm:%rmw

Before s I should deseribe briefly what my
vantage point is. I am a parent == no special distinetion
in itself, but a fact which makes one view poliomyelitis in
a speciak kind of perspective and from an intensely personal
point of view. Moreover, I am, and for mere than a decade
have been, the elected representative of many thousands of
‘parents and other citizens. This fact gives me a sense of

responsibility to initiage or support measures which relate
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to the wellebeing of my constituents and of the American
people. wm,fwm@SMwnIhmm
a member and am now chairman of the committee in the House
of Representatives which is responsible for the level of
health and related activities in the Department of Health,
mua,mm. In this latter capasity, I have
become quite familiar with developments|in Washington
that relate to poliomyelitis vadeide, and particularly

with the role of the Service in licensing,

releasing, and ¢ o ¥accine.
mr-@xuaum-—mm-
wss,uzmta»s&-mumutmmﬁar
these experiencess
Now, to look backe
(1) I feel that the development of the polio vaseine
is a brilliant testimonial to the effectiveness of the processes

of medical science and to the values of both the public and
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private participation in health matters, As 1s true in other

aspects of our democratic system, thero is strength in diversity
ammumummnumnmwmm
he:lth practice. In this case, the National Foundation,
medical schools and uniffersities, other private research
centers, industry, and the Federal government, sach con-
tributed to the total advance =~ and made its contribu=-
tdon not of 1tself but in the name of thb\geople who ' are
mmthwM“ actione

(2) mv—d@nwﬁnmm

through s steps at an unprecendented

rate of speed. three years elapsed between the first
qmmmwmmmmw

mstmmnmm.- This was a heartening demonstra~
tion of the ability of this country to mobilisze quickly and

muw.«;mmmum

important health gains to the American pecples
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(3) Last year bore witness to the fact that speed
Mmmmwmﬁmmumwm
MMMMMM-#MM
Mumun,nnmd‘ﬁnwtlmu
be learned from our first year with the vaceine. I.dom
mean to imply that the vaccine was not ready for use or that

any overt act took place which was not \ih the best publie

interest., I think it is quite s ho s that the
~natural urge to move shead t0 save lives that would
be lost by delay--was factor during the temporary

MMM@M‘EWMWM- In this
comnection, it is well to remember that there are few absolutes
in medical science. It is simply not possible to produce on
short ntice an wilimited supply of yaceinss...Just as it is
not possible to mske any vaccine which can be absolutely

guaranteed %o be 1007 effectives
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) umhn,mgfmuw.mormim
have been leveled at the Public Health Service for its part in
the vaceine difficulties last spring. I would like to share
with you my personal convieti-n that, on the contrary, the
Service acted with singular courage and integrity. I will

not go into the scientific issues here. Bute-after the

mmmrm—n%am

seeming to cause paralytic 7 vaccinated children—
the Public Health : cult and unpopular

mctuuaaQ : mass immunization programs
and held up rel vaceine until they could find a way

uaumammgawwwamw. Sube
sequent events have proved the wisdom of that decision. Ne
m«mmmw«wmmwmmm

has been resumed under revised standards.
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(5) WW@mmmﬁ.mmM
mmdgﬁMWﬁMctmm
umanmunmunmmm I refer
most specifically to the distinguished seientists who have
asgisted the Public Health Service in the continuing resclution
of problems posed by vaceine production and testing, as well
aumm«m tives of industry.
Without the counsel and assi | these individusls, the

resumed following the

break in April.
(6) Lakh.yesy, through legislation which I sponsored
and supported, there was 8 splendid demonstration of the
ability of the States to plan and carry out their own programs
nutmmnmwmuwmmm
susceptible age groups. The Poliomyelitis Vaccine Assistance
Act permitted the States to pick up where the National Founda-

amtamommuonmm off, and it is reasonably
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Mmtwummunummmw&
Federal goverrment to purchase vaccine for the States this
year. I see in this veluntary, cooperative effort the
characteristics of & sound national health program, in
mawnummmumuaumum
with government interest to assure that the enefits of
medical and public health measures ble to alle

(7) In summary, 1956 1y 30 million shots
of polio vaccine sed, confirmation of the
ammuuw@»ﬂw -wm;a-m.
l.ﬂ!l‘ among vaccinated children, and a
measurable reduction of polio among the total pupulation.
These are results of which we as a Nation may be intensely
proude

T seld at the beginning of my talk that I see 1956

as the most critical year in the conquest of poliomyelitise

Here are some of the r sasonf for this view:
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(1) Mu;ammumummmmn-
-mummmmes,atmpmu
testing of the vaccine, and to mske vaccine avallsble in ever-
increasing volumee Products of this kind are always being
nodified in the 1ight of new date and new experience. I
understand that in a year or two &t may be possible to change
one of the virus strains in the vaceine|bo increase safety
without losing effectiveness. ~hehe may be a suggested

change in dosage & may even be a basic change

amﬁoﬂm itself, case, the expectation is that
mmmm@-zzwrmumma.mm
mmmwﬁmmmthcbmum
(2) Another challenge is to the medical and publie
health professions. With almost a year of experience behind
us, it becomes imperative that there be strong programe of
professional and public education to remove whatever

lingering doubts there may be concerning the safety and
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effectiveness of the vaceine. In this connection, I was
piuuaumwzmmmmuumu
has just decided to resume its polio vaccination programe
mmwum:m«.mmmm&um
and summer, and it is devoutly to be hoped that soon it may
not be possible for this to happen again,

(3) .mum«.un&mm«vu.

It would be easy to assume fight against poliomyelitis

is virtually won., No further from the truth.

No battls against ¢ ever won, in a sense. In the
case of we have not even neared the point

of partial relaxation. Ve must drive to improve and inerease
the supply of waccine. We must find effective ways to broaden
its use. We have yet to establish the duration of immmnity,
or to establish with a high degres of certainty the best times

and methods of vaccination. And we have yet to demonstrate

that an enlightened and vitally interested people can mske

the vaccine fulfill its promise of virtually eliminating
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this disease from our country and ultimstely from the fase
of the earthe ‘ '

(L) Most importaht of all, it seems to me, is our
mmmwmmumrnwmm

of the individuals and their families who have suffered from

this affliction in the past and will suffer in the future.

stmuo&ﬁmoh&mﬂwmthhdpd.“m
mhmttau\ohmwwnmmh
of their affliction. nmnmmm,wu
conducte broad edusational programs which are essential
for progresse

I commend its activities net only for what they are,

but also for what they represent.
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I have spoken of the past and of the future. ind I
have limited my remarks to poliomyelitis, because that is
your special interest and the focus of this special occasion,

I should like to close with an extension of these
remarks to the total health field,

Good health is an essential resource of the American

people. It is not just absence of di but rather it is
complete physical and mental « Believirg as we do
in the individusl and of his contributicns
to the group, we must that each individual should re-
ceive the best\tpa L science and clinical and publie
health practice can provides

One way to do this is through medical research. The
Nation must provide a strong research structure, both in the
basie sciences and in the fields more directly related to
diseases

Another way is through strengthened and expanded
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uﬁmmmmmﬁrm. It is certainly true
wsmuuammmmuawgmm
mmmmo{fn’&iﬂhm%mmmm

We are committed to the search for progress in health
through partnership, public and private, professional groups
and laymen. There has been ample evid that we have the
capacities and the incentives o Itismy
efforts so that um-@-:. heart disease, mental
illness, and diseases which ‘mx or eripple millions
of American people can be brought under control.

This 1s the promise that can be seen for poliomyelitise
When I talk with groups of this kind, I am certain that the

promise will be fulfilled,



